Vending Machine Permits

City of Bryan Ordinance provides for an occupation tax on and permit for coin-operated machines in the City of Bryan.  This is an annual tax and the amount is one-fourth ( 1/4th) of the fee payable to the State of Texas under the regulations outlined in Texas Occupations Code Chapter 2153.  In order to receive a permit, the machine owner must:
· Furnish appropriate evidence to prove that the applicant has been issued machine permits and a license to engage in such business by the Texas Amusement Machine Commission;
· Fill out a City of Bryan Application For Coin-Operated Machine Tax Permit and pay the annual occupation taxes Permits are $15.00 per year for each machine; and 
· The owner must attach the permit to the coin-operated machine for which the permit is issued.
Tax permits expire on December 31 of each calendar year.  Tax permits must be renewed on or before November 30 of each year.

For additional information, please call 979-209-5080.
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Who Needs a Permit?

"Coin-operated machine" means any kind of machine or device operated by or with a coin or other United States currency, metal slug, token, electronic card, or check, including:
·  a music coin-operated machine, including a phonograph, piano, or graphophone that dispenses music or is used to dispense music,  is operated by inserting a coin, metal slug, token, or check, and  is not an amusement machine designed exclusively for a child; and 

· a skill or pleasure coin-operated machine, meaning any kind of coin-operated machine that provides amusement, skill, or pleasure or is operated for any purpose, other than for dispensing only merchandise, music, or service.  The term includes a marble machine, marble table machine, marble shooting machine, miniature racetrack machine, miniature football machine, miniature golf machine, miniature bowling machine, billiard or pool game, or machine or device that dispenses merchandise or commodities (such as a “crane” machine) or plays music in connection with or in addition to dispensing skill or pleasure.
Exceptions
· The following types of machines are exempt from state and city licensing requirements:  stamp vending machines; service coin-operated machines; or, if subject to an occupation or gross receipts tax, a  gas meter, food vending machine, confection vending machine, beverage vending machine, merchandise vending machine, or cigarette vending machine.
· Machines designed exclusively for children under 12 years of age are also exempt. (Note: a machine generally used by children will not meet this exception; it must be designed exclusively for children under 12.)
· Organizations operating exclusively for charitable, educational, religious, or benevolent purposes are exempt from licensing, registration, and the occupation tax. 
· An organization with social or fraternal activities does not qualify for exemption. An individual owning and operating a coin-operated amusement machine in his/her private residence exclusively for his/her personal use is exempt from licensing, registration, and the occupation tax.  
· For additional information, please see the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts’ website at:  http://window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/coin/faqcoin.html. 
