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ORDINANCE NO. 2457 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BRYAN, TEXAS, REPEALING AND REPLACING 
CHAPTER 62, LAND AND SITE DEVELOPMENT, ARTICLE VII, LANDSCAPING, OF THE 
CITY OF BRYAN CODE OF ORDINANCES, SPECIFICALLY TO ESTABLISH A SCOPE AND 
PURPOSE FOR LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS, CLARIFYING BUILDING SITE 
LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS, AMENDING STANDARDS TO INCENTIVIZE THE 
PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF EXISTING OLD GROWTH TREES, AND 
REMOVING THE ABILITY TO PLANT INVASIVE SPECIES; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION; FINDING AND DETERMINING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS 
ORDINANCE WAS PASSED WAS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Bryan has adopted Chapter 62, Land and Site Development, of the City 
of Bryan Code of Ordinances, which provides standards for physical development including landscaping 
requirements for commercial and multifamily development; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes the need from time to time to amend these regulations to 
clarify and/or update requirements; and 

WHEREAS, amending current regulations will correct inconsistencies, errors and other items that 
may not align with the vision of the City of Bryan with regard to landscape standards or practices as they 
apply to commercial and multifamily development; and 

WHEREAS, the Bryan Planning and Zoning Commission, during its meeting on September 3, 
2020, recommended approval of updates to several sections of Chapter 62, Land and Site Development, 
Article VII, Landscaping; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has held a public hearing on the proposed amendment for which 
notice was published at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing date. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BRYAN, TEXAS: 

1. 

That the City Council finds and determines the foregoing recitals to be true and correct and hereby 
makes them part of this ordinance. 

2. 

That the entire text of Bryan Code of Ordinances Chapter 62, Land and Site Development, Article 
VII –Landscaping is hereby repealed and replaced to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 62 – LAND AND SITE DEVELOPMENT 

ARTICLE VII. -LANDSCAPING 
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DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY 

Sec. 62-406. - Scope and purpose. 

The purpose of the regulations in this article is to promote the public health, safety and general welfare of 
residents and to protect and enhance the visual appeal of the City of Bryan. 

The provision of landscaped areas serves to increase the amount of a property that is devoted to pervious 
surface area, which in turn, helps to reduce the amount of impervious surface area, stormwater runoff, and 
consequent nonpoint pollution in local waterways. 

Sec. 62-407. - Application of article. 

a) The landscaping requirements of this article shall apply to all land located within the Bryan city 
limits. Landscaping is required of all development that requires a full site plan review, except 
detached dwelling units, patio homes, townhome, and duplex uses. Such landscaping requirements 
shall become applicable as to each individual lot at such time as a request for a Certificate of 
Occupancy is made. All landscaping requirements under this article shall remain with the land and 
their application shall apply to any owner or subsequent owner. 

b) Multiphase projects shall have each phase comply with the requirements of this article. The portion 
left for subsequent phases shall remain of developable size and quality. No Certificate of 
Occupancy for the current phase or no building permit shall be issued for a subsequent phase of a 
project until all requirements of this article have been met. In order to issue a Certificate of 
Occupancy on a project in which landscaping improvements are required, the developer shall install 
the landscaping in compliance with this article. 

c) When the requirements of this article conflict with requirements of other provisions of this code, 
the more restrictive shall prevail; provided however, that the provisions of this article shall be 
subordinate to regulations pertaining to traffic and pedestrian safety. 

Secs. 62-408—62-427. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. - REQUIREMENTS 

Sec. 62-428. - Site plan requirements. 

a) When a site plan review by the Site Development Review Committee and/or the Planning and 
Zoning Commission is required, the site plan shall additionally contain the landscaping information 
listed below and also be referred to as the Landscape Plan and Analysis: 
1) The landscape analysis shall be defined as a detailed examination of the existing and/or 

proposed landscape area, and shall be designed the following way in order to ensure all 
required information for review is included: 
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2) The date, scale ( to be a known engineering scale), north arrow, title or name of the 
development, and contact information of the owner; 

3) The contact information of the landscape architect who prepared the Landscape Plan; 
4) The location, quantity, size, common name, and scientific name of proposed landscaping 

in proposed landscaped areas; 
5) The location, quantity, size, common name, and scientific name of existing trees; 
6) Information, including landscape analysis, necessary for verifying whether the required 

minimum percent of landscaped area has been met. 
7) The location of the proposed irrigation system or hose connections; and 
8) Boundaries of disturbance, location of and construction details for the protective barrier 

the applicant plans to use to protect existing trees which are proposed to be retained from 
damage during construction. An example of these details is included below. 
a. If during construction tree protection measures are violated, a stop work order shall 

be issued by the Chief Building Official. 
b) The regulations in this article shall not apply to development located within the downtown district. 

All landscape and streetscapes shall be in accordance with the approved downtown master plan. 
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Sec. 62-429. - Landscaping requirements. 

a) Building site. 
1) Area requirements. 

a. An area equal to 15 percent of the developed area (building site) shall be required 

to be landscaped. The developed area shall include the main structure, any 

accessory structure(s), parking lots, equipment lots, and outside storage areas. 

b. A lot shall not exceed the impervious lot coverage as stated in Section 62 -161. 

c. Landscaping shall be located to the front and sides of the parcel in those portions 
of the developed area facing public rights -of-way. 

d. Where screening is required along a public street, landscaping shall be placed 

between the screening and the street. 

e. The combination of trees, shrubs, and groundcover shall be used in fulfilling the 

landscaping requirements. 

2) Trees. 
a. Not less than 50 percent of the area to be landscaped shall be planted in trees. 
b. Not less than 50 percent of the trees planted in the area to be landscaped shall be 

canopy trees. Canopy trees shall include those species whose mature crown height 
is 30 feet or more in height. Non-canopy trees shall include those species whose 
mature crown height is at least 20 feet in height. 

c. Trees to be planted shall be six feet or more in height and measure a minimum of 

one and one-half inches in caliper when measured 12 inches from the base of the 

trunk or top of the ball. 
d. Existing trees used for landscape credit must have a minimum trunk diameter of 

four and one-half inches or larger and be in a healthy physical state. Should 
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existing trees used for landscape credit die, they shall be replaced with new trees 

according to the requirements of section 62-429(a)(2)c. If existing trees are 
intended to be preserved and utilized towards required landscaping, a tree survey 

will be required. This tree survey must include: 

1. The location of the trees intended to be preserved; 
2. The common name and scientific name of the trees intended to be 

preserved; 
3. The DBH (diameter breast height) of the trees intended to be preserved; 
4. The quality and health of the trees intended to be preserved 

e. Square feet of coverage shall be granted in the following amounts for trees: 

Existing trees with trunk diameter over four 400 square feet 
and one-half inches protected during 

construction 

Newly planted canopy trees, between one 200 square feet 

and one-half and three inches 

Newly planted canopy trees, greater than 250 square feet 

three inches 

Newly planted non-canopy trees greater than 100 square feet 

one and one half inches 

Newly planted multi-trunk trees ( ex. Crepe 100 square feet 

Myrtles) 

3) Shrubs 
Two (2) gallons – up to 15 gallons 10 square feet 

15 gallons and larger 15 square feet 

4) Grasses and groundcovers. 
Complete coverage by grass, live groundcover, and/or nonvegetative groundcover 
approved by the city is required in those areas not covered by trees or shrubs. 

b) Parking areas. 
1) Trees. Shade or evergreen trees of a moderate to very rapid growth rate are required for 

every landscaped parking lot end island regardless of the number of trees required 
by section 62-429(a)(1). To ensure the growth of trees in end islands, a minimum 24-inch 
soil depth and 250 cubic feet of appropriate planting medium is required per tree, with 
topsoil mounded to a center height. Substituted trees must be planted elsewhere on site in 
a qualifying location. End islands not landscaped shall be treated with brick pavers or other 
decorative elements. 

2) Shrubs, grasses, and live groundcovers. The remainder of all parking lot islands shall be 
fully landscaped with shrubs, grass, live groundcovers, and/or non-vegetative groundcover 
approved by the city. When grass is used, 100 percent live grass groundcover and/or live 
groundcover is required, whether by solid sod overlay or preplanting and successful 
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takeover of grass and/or planting of live groundcover. Any shrubs used shall constitute 
partial fulfillment of the requirements of section 62-429(a)(1). 

3) Screening. Landscape elements between parking lots and public rights-of-way help to 
define the public realm, enhance the appearance of commercial and retail zoning districts 
and mitigate the visual impact of parking lots. Screening is required in the following 
circumstances: 
a. Where outdoor parking areas are located within 30 feet of any street right-of-way, 

except for driveway openings providing access from the street to the parking area. 
b. Where fuel pumps are located in any parking area, driveway, or maneuvering area 

between the principal building and any street. 
c. Where a vehicle drive-up window faces a street. 
d. Methods of screening required as visual buffers along street frontages: 

1. Decorative wall at least two feet in height; or 
2. Landscaped earth berm at least two feet in height, with a slope less than 3 

to 1 (diagram provided below); or 

3. Dense shrubbery or hedge having year-round foliage. Shrubs are to be 

planted in a landscape strip of at least 6 feet in width arranged in an 

alternating/staggered pattern formed by two rows, two (2) feet apart on 
center, each of which is made up of shrubs three (3) feet on center. At the 

time a request for a Certificate of Occupancy is made, shrubs and hedges 
shall be at least three feet in height. 

4. The following images depict compliant and non-compliant screening 
examples and the below diagram ( b.) illustrates the measurements in 
alternating/staggered pattern screening. 
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a. 
Compliant Screening Non-Compliant Screening 

b. 

c) Freestanding on-premises signs. 
1) Landscaping shall be provided for an area extending a minimum four linear feet in all 

directions from the support of all freestanding on-premises signage. In the event that the 
signage has more than one support, the landscaped area shall be extended between the 
supports at a width of not less than four feet. This landscaping shall constitute partial 
fulfillment of the requirements of section 62-429(a)(1). 

2) The landscaped area shall be composed of a minimum of 50 percent shrubs. The remainder 
of the landscaped area shall have decorative mulched bed groundcover and/or live 
groundcover whether by solid sod overlay or preplanting and successful takeover of grass 
and/or planting of live groundcover. 
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d) General. 
1) Trees recommended for use in the Brazos Valley are identified on the tree species list and 

may be used to meet these requirements. Native species that conserve water and have 
reduced maintenance requirements are suggested for use in landscaping plans. 

2) All required landscaping shall be irrigated by either an underground sprinkler system, or 
hose attachment within 150 feet of all landscaping. 

3) All landscaping shall comply with the sight distance requirements of article VI. 
4) Parking of vehicles shall not be allowed on approved landscaped areas or on landscaped 

areas for projects which were built prior to this article. Parking of vehicles on landscaped 
areas shall be considered a violation of this article, subject to the general penalty provisions 
of this article. 

5) Artificial plant materials are prohibited. 
6) Non-vegetative groundcovers permitted by this article may include but is are not limited to 

washed gravel, bark mulches, lava rock, rock, or other decorative covers used in 
landscaping. 

7) Credit may be given for landscaping placed in the public right-of-way only with the 
approval of the site development review committee and, in the case of right-of-way 
controlled by the state, the approval of the state department of transportation. Landscaping 
placed in the public right-of-way shall conform to the provisions of article VI regarding 
sight distance and not create a safety hazard. 

8) Variations to the requirements of this article may be approved if the landscape plan is 
sealed by a registered landscape architect. Such plans must show reasonable evidence that 
the requirements as set forth in this article were used as a guide. 

Sec. 62-430. - Redevelopment. 

Any development existing, occupied, and in use at the time of passage of the ordinance from which this 
article is derived may continue to be so until such time the site undergoes a change of use, change of 
ownership, change of tenant, voluntary improvement, substantial reconstruction, conversion, structural 
alteration, relocation, or enlargement. When redevelopment of a property occurs, the existing landscape 
plan shall be observed. If no landscape plan exists or is found to be insufficient, then a landscape plan shall 
be submitted to the site development review committee chair. All square foot points shall follow section 
62-429. 

Sec. 62-431. - Tree policy. 

No trees other than those species listed as a non-canopy tree on the approved tree list may be planted under 
or within 10 lateral feet of an overhead utility wire, or over or within 5 lateral feet of any public underground 
water line, sewer line, or other utility. 

Sec. 62-432. - Completion and extension. 

a) The city planner and/or his or her designee shall review all landscaping for compliance with this 
article and approve the landscape plan. Landscaping shall be completed in compliance with the 
plan before a certificate of occupancy is issued. In the event placement of landscaping materials is 
not practicable at the time the certificate of occupancy is requested, a placement schedule will be 
submitted for approval prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy. Failure to meet the 
placement schedule and place the required landscaping materials as shown on the approved 
landscape plan shall constitute a violation of this section of Chapter 62, Land and Site 
Development, in the Bryan Code of Ordinances subject to the general penalty provisions of City 
Code section 1-14. 
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b) Replacement of dead landscaping shall occur within 90 days of notification. Replacement material 
must be of similar character as the dead landscaping. Failure to replace dead landscaping, as 
required by the zoning official or his or her designee, shall constitute a violation of this article 
subject to the general penalty provisions of City Code section 1-14. 

Sec. 62-433 – 62-462. –Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. - VARIANCES 

Sec. 62-463. - General. 

a) Planning and zoning commission authorization. The planning and zoning commission may 
authorize a variance from the regulations in this article when, in its opinion, undue hardship will 
result from requiring strict compliance. In granting a variance, the planning and zoning commission 
shall prescribe only conditions that it deems necessary to or desirable in the public interest. 

b) Conditions for granting. No variance shall be granted unless the planning and zoning commission 
finds that all of the following are met: 
1) That there are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land involved such that the 

strict application of the provisions of this article would deprive the applicant of the 
reasonable use of his or her land; 

2) That the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of substantial property 
rights of the applicant; 

3) That the granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or 
welfare or injurious to other property in the area; and 

4) That the granting of the variance will not have the effect of preventing the orderly 
development of the applicant's land and/or land in the vicinity in accordance with the 
provisions of this article. 

c) Findings of planning and zoning commission. Such findings of the planning and zoning 
commission, together with the specific facts upon which findings are based, shall be incorporated 
into the official minutes of the planning and zoning commission meeting at which such variance is 
granted. Variances may be granted only when in harmony with the general purpose and intent of 
this article so that the public health, safety and welfare may be secured and substantial justice done. 
Pecuniary hardship to the developer, standing alone, shall not be deemed to constitute undue 
hardship. 

d) Request to be in writing; submission. All requested variances from this article shall be made in 
writing at least ten working days prior to the date on which consideration is to be given by the 
planning and zoning commission. Submittal shall be made in the planning and development 
services department. 

Sec. 62-464. - Appeals. 

a) Deadline for appeal. If the applicant should disagree with the action of the planning and zoning 
commission, he or she may appeal the decision to the city council. The request for appeal must be 
made in writing within ten days of the planning and zoning commission's decision. 

b) City council review. Following the filing of a notice of appeal, the city council shall, within 30 
days, conduct a review of the decision of the planning and zoning commission denying the 
requested variance. In its review of the decision of the planning and zoning commission to deny 
the requested variance, the city council shall utilize the criteria set forth in section 62-463. 

c) Failure of city council to act. An application for a variance is automatically granted if the city 
council does not act on the variance appeal before the forty-sixth day after the date the notice of 
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appeal is filed. The applicant for the variance may waive the time deadline established by this 
subsection. 

Secs. 62-465—62-481. - Reserved 

DIVISION 4. - TREE LIST: 

Sec. 62-482. - Tree list. 

The following species have been selected for their ability to thrive in the Brazos Valley and the Post Oak 
Savanah ecoregion of Texas. Species invasive to the county or state shall not be permitted. 

The City's tree list is as follows: 
1) Canopy trees (" shade trees"). 

Common Name Scientific Drought Full Sun Partial Shade Growth 

Name Tolerance Sun Rate 

Ash, Texas Fraxinus X X Moderate 

texensis 

Baldcypress Taxodium X X Moderate 

Distichum 

Baldcypress, Taxodium X X Moderate 
mucronatum 

Montezuma 

Catalpa, Southern Catalpa X X X Rapid 
bignonioides 

Cedar, Eastern Red Juniperus X X Moderate 

virginiana 

Chinese Pistache Pistacia X Moderate 

chinensis 

Cottonwood Populus deltoids X X Very Rapid 

ssp. deltpids 

Elm, Cedar Ulmus X X X Moderate 
crassifolia 

Elm, Lacebark Ulmus X Moderate 
parvifolia 

Elm, Winged Ulmus alata X X Very Slow 
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Mesquite, Honey Prosopis 

glandulosa 
X X Moderate 

Oak, Bur Quercus 

macrocarpa 
X Slow 

Oak, Chinkapin Quercus 

muehlenbergerii 
X X Slow 

Oak, Live Quercus 

virginiana 
X X Slow 

Oak, Mexican White Quercus 

polymorpha 
X X Rapid 

Oak, Water Quercus nigra X Moderate 

Oak, Willow Quercus phellos X X Moderate 

Pecan Carya 

illinoinensis 
X X Slow 

Sycamore, Mexican Platanus 

mexicana 
X X Rapid 

2) Non-canopy trees (" ornamental trees"). 

Common 

Name 

Scientific 

Name 

Drought 

Tolerance 

Full Sun Partial Sun Shade Growth 

Rate 

Acacia 

Huisache) 

Acacia 

farnesiana 
X X Rapid 

Cherry 

Laurel 

Prunus 

caroliniana 
X Rapid 

Crapemyrtle Lagerstroemia X X Rapid 

Desert 

Willow 

Chilopsis 

linearis 
X X X Rapid 

Fringetree, 

Chinese 

Chionanthus 

retusus 
X X Very Slow 

Holly, 

Yaupon 
Ilex vomitoria X X X Slow 
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Holly, Ilex decidua X X X Moderate 
Possumhaw 

Hop Tree Ptelea X X Slow 
trifoliate 

Kidneywood, Eysenhardtia X X Rapid 
Texas texana 

Mexican Prunus X X Slow 
Plum Mexicana 

Mountain- Sophora X X X Moderate 
Laurel, secundiflora 

Texas 

Redbud Cercis X X Moderate 

canadensis 

a. Non-canopy trees (" ornamental trees") should achieve a mature crown height less 
than 20 feet. 

b. Other species not listed above may also satisfy non-canopy tree requirements. 
Any tree selected must be regionally acclimated and perform well under local 
conditions (e.g., soil, water, climate, etc.). 

Secs. 62-483—62-502. – Reserved 
3. 

That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

4. 

That the Code of the City of Bryan, as amended, shall remain in full force and effect, save and 
except as amended by this ordinance. 

5. 

That if any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this ordinance is declared 
unconstitutional or invalid for any purpose, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected thereby 
and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable. 

6. 

That it is hereby found and determined that the meeting at which this ordinance was passed was 
open to the public, as required by Section 551.001 et seq., Texas Government Code, and that advance public 
notice of the time, place and purpose of said meeting was given. 

7. 
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It is the intention of the City Council that this ordinance shall become a part of the Bryan City Code 
and it may be renumbered and codified therein accordingly 

8. 

That this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its first and only reading and passage. 

PASSED, ADOPTED and APPROVED the 13th day of October 2020, at a regular meeting of the 
City Council of the City of Bryan, Texas, by a vote of 7 yeses and 0 noes. 

ATTEST: CITY OF BRYAN: 

Mary Lynne Stratta, City Secretary Andrew Nelson, Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Janis K. Hampton, City Attorney 
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